
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
June 30, 2020 
 
Dear Pennswood Community, 
 
Governor Wolfe has fully opened up the State of PA. His stay-at-home order 
expired on June 4, and Bucks County moved to the third phase of his plan on 
June 26, the Green Phase. The Green Phase eases most restrictions by lifting 
the stay-at-home order and business-closure orders to allow the economy to 
reopen while strategically prioritizing public health. 
 
While this phase facilitates a return to a "new normal," it is equally crucial for 
Pennswood to continue to monitor public health indicators and adjust 
restrictions as necessary to ensure the spread of disease remains outside of 
Pennswood.  
 
We understand now that no one has designed the perfect public space that is 
good for a pandemic like COVID-19 so we have to reimage how we live and 
socialize with each other until there is a vaccine. Like it or not, we have to find 
our new normal here at Pennswood and out in the world. It is not just us ----- 
it is all of us!  
 
We are planning for the days and weeks ahead when we will safely return 
Pennswood to being fully open but also trying to understand that after these 
last three months --- we will be different --- but a more resilient Pennswood. 
While we cannot be sure of the future path of this disease, our decisions will 
be driven by prioritizing the health and safety of all Pennswood residents and 
staff. We understand the toll that this virus may have taken on our health, 
both physically and mentally. 
 
We will continue to use face coverings at Pennswood. They must be entirely 
on when you are in the Community Building, in other community spaces such  
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as hallways and elevators, and while housekeeping, facilities, or any 
non-occupant of the unit is in your apartment. Let me remind everyone 
COVID-19 spreads mainly from person to person through respiratory droplets 
produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice 
(e.g., while shouting, chanting, or singing).  
  
Starting July 6 at 9:00 am we will begin to allow visitors (Independent Living 
apartments only) to come to the campus. We ask that you limit it to a 
maximum of three (3) visits per week on days of your choice. We ask that you 
have the visitor out on your patio or balcony, if at all possible. You must notify 
the front desk that you expect a visitor (name and expected arrival time). They 
will have their temperatures taken at the Meadow Entrance. They must have a 
mask on when they approach the Meadow Entrance. Anyone that does not 
have a mask or presents with a temperature of 99.5 or higher will be turned 
away. If you have not notified the proper channels of a visitor, they will not be 
permitted to enter. Visiting is limited to your apartment only, no public spaces 
or visiting other residents.  Visiting hours will be between 9:00 am and 7:00 
pm daily. It would be best if you met your visitors at the entrance to your 
building, and you must escort them through your building to your 
apartment. There continues to be no overnight guests in apartments, or in any 
quest rooms.   
  
We will be adding two tents soon for social time for "Resident only" 
gatherings out in two courtyards - A/B/L and Sports Complex. You can use 
these areas as a place to meet and eat out under the stars.   
  
The Gym has increased its appointments to allow for six at a time; you will still 
need to make a reservation for a time. 
  
The Pool continues to be restricted and by appointment only. The Gym Locker 
rooms remain closed.  
  
We will not consider any inside dining during the month of July. 
  
In the Café: take-out only continues. The Café will be offering actions stations 
with made-to-order entrée salads; the grill for pancakes and eggs to order, 
burgers, cheese steaks, hot dogs and grilled cheese sandwiches at lunch or 
dinner; deli station for made-to-order sandwiches; and self-serve coffee.   
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The Coffee Klatch: Each day 7:00 am to 9:30 am we will offer, for residents to 
enjoy, complimentary coffee, pastries, and time to socialize on the patio. 
Residents will be able to sit at tables and chat OUTSIDE. Seating areas will be 
sanitized afterward. On rainy days coffee will be provided in front of the Café 
half wall – no seating. 
 
After August 1, 2020 card access/keyless entry will begin to be installed. We 
are beginning with Caton (Building C). The keyless locks/hardware will be 
installed one building at a time. The project will take several months to 
complete, and we will finish up with the single-story buildings.  
 
We are working to coordinate new front doors on the single-story buildings. 
We will do the keyless lock installation on single-story apartments last to give 
us time to pick and order new front doors. The two choices for the doors for 
the single-story buildings will be on display starting in July. We can pick one 
door, not both.  
 
Starting on Monday, July 6 residents and staff should have their new car 
window decals installed. If installed on the car you are driving, you will not 
have to stop at the check point to be checked into Pennswood. When 
entering the campus, use the right lane to enter without stopping. Please 
note: if you have someone in your car other than a resident, you will need to 
stop and have the person's temperature checked. The end of July should bring 
a fully installed improved Meadow Entrance building.  
 
The pandemic put a screeching halt on the sprinkler work. However, they were 
recently back to work on the drawings for the next phase, the Dining services 
areas (kitchen, café, etc.). We expect them to resume installation in July.  
 
On July 15 and July 30 we plan to show outdoor movies in the front circle. 
More details to follow. 
  
On Wednesday, July 1, 2020 Bristol Riverside Theatre will kick off their 
season with a show – live streamed - on 1970 at 7:00 pm. See the flyer 
delivered to your open mailbox for additional broadcasts. Thank you to John 
Means for arranging this opportunity and series for all Pennswood Residents. 
 
Two 17-minute parking signs were added to the front circle for use by 
residents when they need to drop by the Community Building to pick up mail 
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or a meal.  Please do not park in those spots if you are going be more than 17 
minutes in the building. 
 
Humor is essential, even (or especially) in the toughest of times. Shared 
laughter gives us strength in adversity and can help us feel a bit more in 
control when the future looks uncertain. Most important, funny jokes — bring 
us together and help us to feel connected, one coronavirus pod to another. 
And laughter literally makes us stronger: Recent studies have found that a 
good laugh can boost our dopamine levels and even shore up our immune 
systems. 
 
So, while we'll all continue to take the situation seriously, following 
the recommendations from the CDC and the DOH, we also need to laugh, and 
to have at least a few moments in the day that are without stress. It serves us 
best as a reminder that there's always something, however small, to smile 
about. 
 
As always, Administration is glad to take your questions as we move through 
this unprecedented experience together.   
 

Dan Murray  murray@pennswood.org  215-504-1119 
Linda Krause  Krause@pennswood.org  215-504-1123 
Sally Marrington Marrington@pennswood.org 215-504-1129 
Sarah Karl  karl@pennswood.org  267-759-1073 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Daniel J. Murray 
Chief Executive Officer 
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