
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Update, November 13, 2020 

 

As we move into a new COVID wave, let us not forget we have done well 
until this point because we are united as a Pennswood community. Yes, we 
are all doing better than we hoped throughout this pandemic. But now I ask 
each of you to be "super vigilant" as we go into the holiday season. As we 
have shared in the past, we continue to protect ourselves and our families, 
and we need to do what is necessary during this surge to keep Pennswood 
safe. We need to continue to work together to prevent any outbreak here 
at Pennswood. 
 
We have been fortunate since March to have been able to keep Pennswood 
safe by following safe practices individually and as a community. I ask that 
we continue with this mission and remember we must be more vigilant 
than ever with our masks, keeping safe distance, washing our hands more, 
and being careful. We have been learning from new research about the 
spread of this virus; the new super spreader is not around nursing homes 
but from crowded bars, house parties, and extended-family gatherings. 
These events often lack face masks and social distancing. Yes, it seems that 
the second wave is fueled by behind-doors transmission, reflecting that 
people widened their social bubbles during the warmer months and now 
think that circle is safe even if it moves indoors. Please recheck your 
bubbles going into the holidays to make sure that those in your bubble are 
doing what you are doing to keep safe. 
  
We are seeing our Pennswood world being challenged, especially this week, 
as we have a total of seven (7) staff who have tested positive for the COVID 
virus. Also, we have additional members of our team awaiting the results of 
their test while quarantining at home. We feel that the staff is protecting 
the Pennswood community and removing themselves from work when they 
have been exposed to the virus or are feeling a symptom. Our cases this  
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week bring a total of 19 confirmed staff cases we have had at Pennswood  
Village since January 2020. We feel very fortunate that the staff is working 
for the best interest of Pennswood to make you the residents and their 
fellow staff safe. The staff that has tested positive over the last two weeks 
contracted the virus outside of Pennswood and from their "Social Bubble."  
I know the Pennswood community has felt the impact of staff testing 
positive. As of this time no resident is currently showing any signs nor has 
any residents tested positive. Out of an abundance of caution, we have 
decided to test all staff. Once we receive the full results of the entire staff 
testing, we will share the results. 
  
Pennswood has made it this far because we care for each other and respect 
where each of us is coming from as individuals, and we allow space for the 
community to find their correct balance during this time of unknown. We 
know that we are strong, and we always look to make changes well before 
we are driven to them by this virus's circumstances. In the Spring of 2020, 
we took steps to balance activities on this campus for the benefit of the 
entire community. Understanding that you have all walked with my team 
and trusted we had your safety as our goal, I would like to make some 
changes to care for us over the next two months. Understanding our overall 
goal is to keep the community open to you to move freely in and out of the 
Community safely. 
  
Effective Monday, November 16th we will be making the following 
changes: 
  
 Housekeeping services in Independent Living will move to every 

other week. 
 Visitors continue to not be allowed into the Community Building. 
 Overnight guests in your apartment are still not allowed. 
 Pennswood guest rooms remain closed. 
 Parties inside your apartment should not happen. 
 Limit apartment visitors to two at a time.  
 We will need to cancel the cookie exchange not to have a super 

spreader event. 
 We will bring back the Produce and Protein Markets on December 3, 

2020. 
 We will continue to offer trips to local supermarkets as long as it is 

safe. 
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 We continue to offer personal shopping for you through 
Transportation upon request. 

 We are planning to have a festive holiday season – stay tuned. 
 
As always, as we make changes, please do not be silent; we need to 
understand how these changes impact your ability to live life to the fullest 
even though we are under a cloud of COVID. We will move through this 
with the strength and craftiness to find our combined strength, day by day, 
strengthened by the understanding that each day moves us to a new day 
that is brighter and newer.  
 
The following is required language that you have been receiving every week 
and follows Department of Health (DOH) regulations. Cumulatively, 
Pennswood has had a total of 19 confirmed COVID 19 + staff members (8 
from Woolman, 4 from Barclay and 7 from the Village) and 1 resident. In 
Woolman, there were no clusters of new-onset of residents or staff with 
respiratory symptoms this week. Pennswood Village continues to follow the 
guidance and direction of federal, state and local agencies and public health 
officials.  We continue with screening all staff at Pennswood Village, 
conducting temperature checks and routine testing for staff.  All staff 
continues to wear personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 
One new area of concern is the approaching holidays that are important to 
family life and their balance to meeting our emotional well-being. We know 
that many of you will make sure that the space you enter over the next 
months will be evaluated by you and its member, never losing focus of your 
safety and the whole Community of Pennswood.  

 Always wear your mask when you are outside your home or with 
those outside your Bubble 

 Wash and sanitize your hands frequently 
 Maintain social distancing 
 Assume everyone outside your home/bubble could be a COVID-19 

carrier 
 Begin planning that your holiday celebrations will be different this 

year 
 
By following these principles, we can get through this together. Let's keep 
this in perspective: yes, it isn't easy now–but this is temporary, a season–
albeit a long season, but we will get through this by supporting each other. I 
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Daniel J Murray, CEO 

also need your understanding around testing of staff, as we get results 
about staff over the next several days, some departments might have 
temporary staffing concerns and might not be able to respond to non-
healthcare concerns as one might expect.   Thank you so much for all the 
sacrifices you are making for yourselves, your families, and Pennswood. 
 
 
On behalf of the Leadership Team, 
 
 
 


