
  The PVRA 
 The Pennswood Village Residents 

Association (PVRA) is the organizational 
face of a vibrant community of 
individuals inspired by Quaker values. All 
residents of Pennswood Village are 
members of the PVRA. 
   Pennswood Village was founded in 
1980, followed in short order by the 
PVRA. The PVRA is a separate, tax-
exempt charitable organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the US Federal Tax 
Code.  
   The PVRA functions to organize 
resident committees, to manage PVRA 
funds, and to interface with the 
Pennswood Village Administration and 
its Corporate Board, as one leg of the 
“three legged stool” that constitutes 
Pennswood governance. As its Founders 
intended, this self-organization of our 
community is one of its distinctive 
features. The PVRA is a jewel in the 
crown of Pennswood Village. 
 

 

The PVRA Board 
And Advisory Committees 

 

 

A new PVRA Board is installed every 

year by the community at large, based 

on a slate prepared by the PVRA 

Nominating Committee. The PVRA 

Board handles the ordinary business of 

the PVRA and administers its funds. It 

oversees seven PVRA Advisory 

Committees, each with liaisons from 

both the PVRA Board and the 

Pennswood Administration. The 

Advisory Committees concern Health 

Care, Dining Services, Interior Public 

Space, Landscaping, Safety, the 

Pennswood Art collection, and 

Pennswood Village finances. The PVRA 

Advisory Committees provide an 

essential way for residents to interact 

with the administration of Pennswood.  

 

PVRA Committees 

 

 

At Pennswood residents organize 
themselves into many interest groups. 
Currently, there are around 75 such 
resident groups at Pennswood that range 
from the Library, Bocce, and Flower 
committees (pictured below), to the 
Concerts Committee, Forum Speakers, 
Trends in Eldercare, Bridge, Clay Space, 
Pennswood Birders, Resident Artists, 
Trips, Community Gardens, Flea Market, 
La Mesa Española, and many others.  
 

These special-interest committees are 
recognized by the PVRA Board, and they 
are provided funding from the PVRA 
Activities Fund. There is no need for a 
social director on staff at Pennswood. 
 

The PVRA Board 
A Community Meeting 

 

 



      PVRA Funds 
 

 

The PVRA Board administers three 
separate PVRA funds. The first two – the 
Holiday Fund and the Vacation Fund – 
are intended for the remarkable staff at 
Pennswood. Gratuities are strictly 
prohibited. Twice a year the PVRA raises 
monies from residents for distribution 
to the staff in lieu of tips. The third fund 
is the PVRA Activities Fund that 
supports PVRA-sponsored committees 
and their activities.  
 

The PVRA and 
Pennswood Governance 

 

 

   The PVRA governs itself. 
   The PVRA has a strong resident voice 
in running Pennswood through its 
various advisory committees and 
Board interaction with the CEO.  
   Three Pennswood Village residents 
serve three-year staggered terms as 
full members of the Pennswood 
Village Corporate Board which is 
ultimately responsible for 
Pennswood. Residents chosen by the 
PVRA Board are first vetted by the 
PVRA Nominating Committee and 
then put forward to the Corporate 
Board as potential Board members.  
   One of our great strengths is the 
acknowledged unity, strength and 
contributions of the resident 
community that adds immeasurably 
to the appeal of Pennswood. 
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Our Remarkable Staff 

 


